Ambassade dutanada

501 Peilnsvivauis Avenue, NW.
Whashington, D.C, 2000]

December 4, 2007

The Honoreble Dirk Ketpiiome
Sceretary bf the Depdrtment of the Integor
18435 C Street, N.W.

Washington D@ 20240

Dear Setretasy K&nptbm’ﬁe,_

1 2aan writing to you régarding the Red River Valley Water Supply Projéet, North Pakota,
for which the Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) and the Garrisonr Consetvangy District
have proposed an inter-basin diversion of the Misséurd River. I understand that you are
sbont 1o make a decision on the Final Environmental Impact Statement for fhis project. 1

would like to coophasize the Gbvernment of Canada’s objection to an inter-basin
diversion.

The Government of Canada’s views about the Red River Valley Water Supply Project
wera imog} ‘recently sgt out in its Apri}, 2007 response to the supplemental drafy
environmental impact statement (attached), This response ideatifies a sct of questionsble
nssumptions that have misinformed snalysis to date ooncerning population growth, furure
water demand and achievable conservation messures, and therefore casts serious doubton
the appropriateness 5f an infer-basin diversivn, Yet it is an inter-basin diversion that hes
been identified By the USBR 2nd the State of Notth Dakots as the prefereed supply
alternsiive.

The Govermnment of Canzda distdurages selectlon of any of the interbasin supply
altematives in the absence of improved apalysis. Similasly, the Governoient discourages
selection, firading or a proposal to construct a bipta meatmént systent for nny Miter-basin
supply option that does not meet'or exsesd thie biota treatfnent goals 1dentified for the
preferred afternative in the supplemestal dreff environmene! impact statement. The
Govemmentt of Caneda watild not support either developinent and would cagugs the
Intemational Joint Commission in ke light of the ouistanding Garrison Diversion Unit
obligations owed by the United States, and the very ezl potential for transboundary barm
Howing from an inter-badin diversion.
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As'you arc aware, the Gorrizon Diversion Uit — which is substzitially #éprised by the

Red River Valley Water Supply Projett — was haited fofllowing review and
recommendations by the International Joint Commission in 1677, TheInternational Joint
Commission established a set of conditiops and obligations regardiog future cfforts to
divert water between basins. The. Commission was principally concsinéd sbout the _
possibility of unintended and irveversible harm due fo invasive species transfer brought |
shout by the avificial connectinn of tvo major drminage basins. For the Red River Valley
Wazer Supply Project, the prefeired altemiative identiied by the USBR and the State of
Noxth Dakota again envisions just such a connection fropy the Missouti River intd the
Sheyehne and Réd Rivers.

The matter of biota transter is a céritrat concem For the Government of Casisda, which is
pleasiid at least that the USBR has found thet 2 high level of walts treatment would be
réquired for 2. inter-basin diversion. However, T would note in this regird that the
Bourdary Waters Treuty prohibits polluion in tivers flowing across the intamationsl
boundary to the injury of health or property on the ather side. Anrinter-basin diversion is
ah option that presents a high risk of wransbouridary haom, contrary to the express
cormitments of the Treary. Greater consideration, based on sound science; mustbe

given to lower-risk alternatives that would meet the demands of the service ares from in-
basin sources.

Inclosing, 1 would Tike to undedine the fong-sapding offer from fhe Government of
Catiada. to work with the relgvant agaricies in the Unired States fo find amunally

acceptable spproach to address water demands in the region. That offer remains very
much open.

Yours sincerely,

Michagl Wilson
Ambassador

cc:  Secretury Condoleezzi Rice, U.S, Deparient of State
Cheirmen James Copraughtan, White House Council-on; Environmental Quality
Adrriinistrator Stephen Johnson, U.S. Exvironmental Prot¥ction Agency
Clommissioner Robart W, Johnson, {J.S. Buredu of Reclamation
Premier Gary Doer, Government of Manitoba



